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The Libertarian

By Vin Suprynowicz
I

They have us surrounded.
This is good. Now we can
safely attack in any direction.

Listen to the under-45 members
of the press corps — and the popu-
lace at large, for that matter — wax
eloquent about freshmen lllinois Sen.
Barack Obama, that fine orator and
fledgling socialist Chicago race-hus-
tler.

"He wants to UNITE us. He wants
to give us HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.
He wants to give us SOMETHING TO
BELIEVE IN!”

Yeah. He wants to impose collec-
tivism on a gigantic scale.

Didn'’t work out so well when Stalin,
Mao, and Pol Pot tried it. Even our own
small-time imitator, Frank Roosevelt,
managed to stretch out the Great De-
pression for an extra decade based
on some of the same claptrap. (Asked
where the planes that bombed Tokyo
came from, it's widely reported that
Roosevelt smiled and said “Shangri-
La.” Few people today realize the ap-
parent jest was caused by a time-de-
lay in the electronic relay of the ques-
tions at that press conference.
Roosevelt thought he was answering
the PREVIOUS question: “Where did
you learn your economics?”)

But after all, who cares about bor-
ing old economics? Nobody under-

stands it and it’s all cyclical, anyway.
It's so thrilling to listen to Obama
TALK. Why, | don't know when I've
seen someone able to hold an audi-
ence spellbound like that since, since
... since ... some German guy back in
the 1930s, can't bring his name to
mind right now ...

| don’t write today to ridicule
Barack Obama, who is the effect and
not the cause. | write to ridicule Ameri-
can-style democracy, which Hans-
Herman Hoppe has characterized as
“The God that Failed.”

We've all heard about how de-
mocracy must fail once the populace
realize they can vote themselves a sti-
pend out of somebody else’s pocket.
That's currently in progress, and about
as easy to reverse, now, as reclaim-
ing a wounded rabbit from a pack of
wolves busily tearing her apart.

What was not foreseen as clearly
is how pathetic the end game would
become presidents and
congresscritters being chosen with
hardly a lingering pretense of examin-
ing their character, their insights, their
proven history over a long public ca-
reer of defending property rights and
the Constitution, but rather the way the
fans decide who'’s their favorite pop
singer or magazine cover girl: “She’s
so rad,” or whatever the phrase of the
month may be.

If democracy has failed, why con-
tinue to go through the motions? You
cannot sell ideas based on historical
analysis of the failures of collectivism
in this kind of a popular bazaar any
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more than you can hope to compete
by placing a copy of Hayek’s “Road to
Serfdom” or Bastiat's “The Law” or
even “Atlas Shrugged” on a supermar-
ket checkout rack next to three war-
ring tabloids showing Jennifer, Britney
and the other Jennifer falling out of
their sun dresses while promising to
tell you inside which one is really preg-
nant by the other’s boyfriend.

| do not know how to get a major-
ity of today’s brain-dulled government-
school graduates, taught to tune out
and ridicule anyone who starts refer-
ring to the words of warning of “dead
white slave owners,” to coalesce and
vote for a version of freedom that
doesn’t promise to give them lots more
stuff for free.

If it could be done by an inoffen-
sive, friendly, likeable, principled fel-
low, dressed up in suit and tie and will-
ing to mention in brief sound bites that
part of the problem might just be the
Federal Reserve and its fiat currency,
Ron Paul would be the current presi-
dential nominee-in-waiting of the Re-
publican Party — if not both parties.

You do not get from 2 percent to
51 percent in a nation of 250 million
people glued to the TV going nuts over
young men with pituitary problems
tossing balls through hoops by paint-
ing a few more yard signs.

If Libertarians want to accomplish
anything, | submit they must stop try-
ing to be inoffensive and non-threat-
ening, and do just the opposite.

America is not going to change
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until the current system collapses into
bankruptcy. The question is, in which
direction will it then turn?

Numbers will not matter, at that
point. The message might. A shock-
ing, startling, well-honed message.

But you cannot have animpact on
that decision and that direction unless
you have their attention. You do not
get their attention by trying to appear
mealy-mouthed and “mainstream.” If
that worked, Montovani and the
Hollyridge

Strings would have remained
more popular than the Beatles and the
Rolling Stones, who did not get where
they got by being widely considered
“inoffensive.”

| do not say we need to sacrifice
the truth to get anyone’s attention. |
say we need to speak the truth in a
way DESIGNED to get their attention.

My newspaper recently editorial-
ized that higher gasoline taxes were
not the right way to raise the funding
needed to repair our highways.

A reader wrote, in reply:

"A recent editorial ... stated that be-
cause ‘family paychecks barely cover
basics, the money [needed to repair
our country’s crumbing infrastructure
should come from] somewhere else.’
What could this ‘somewhere else’ be?
... Is the Review-Journal advocating
higher Federal income taxes, or a new
national sales tax, or new toll road like
user fees to pay for this? ...”
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What is the
purpose of the
Libertarian Party?
By Powell Gammill, Senior

Editor, Freedom’s Phoenix
B

The purpose of a political party is
to get its leaders elected, to grab co-
ercive control over as bhig a slice as
possible of the taxpayer booty, and to
gain power over the suppressing en-
forcement mechanism involved in the
collection and maintenance of those
funds. Additional power is gained
through the distribution of that money
through favoritism which provides
mass cooperation and approval of the
armed robbery tactics applied.

As a response to over 250 years
of such corrupt practices by the Con-
stitutionally created and ostensibly lim-
ited United States government, espe-

cially in the past century, the Libertar-
ian Party (LP) was formed by vision-
aries in 1971. Sick of watching both
parties fleece the populace unchal-
lenged, and recognizing the futility of
internally trying to fix what is not bro-
ken, they proposed instead using the
tools of the state -- the election pro-
cess -- against the state.

Not all approved of this endeavor.
Murray Rothbard, in particular, ob-
jected strenuously that to become a
political party was to invite the even-
tual corruption that comes with form-
ing such an association. Having lost
the argument, Rothbard embraced the
Party, and to protect against future
encroachment upon the principles of
libertarianism, he and others eventu-
ally convinced the members to adopt
rules and a platform to ensure stat-
ists would have an impossible time
gaining control of the newly formed
party and changing its purpose to that

of a statist chattel.

Any organization, once it reaches
critical mass, attracts people to its
membership who work to rise up the
ranks to control the organization and
change the goals of the organization
from one of purpose to one about
them -- the leadership becomes more
important than the original goals of the
organization. It is human nature that
gatherings attract a minority of people
who desire and are committed to rule,
and a majority of people too lazy to
oppose such apparent benevolence.
After all, such kingdoms are built not
only on the pledged best of intentions
but with (short term) promises to ad-
dress, lighten and remove perceived
problems suffered by the members of
that association. “Bread and cir-
cuses.”

Sadly, this is very much like the

history of the failed U.S. Constitution,
created with clear tripartite organiza-
tion designed to be combative with one
another, while explicitly laying out the
limited duties and powers, and explicit
prohibitions on the government. It
failed. Like the Libertarian Party by-
laws, the Constitution is ignored by the
very association (government) it pur-
ported to create. Its lack of restraint
has the current federal government
bearing no resemblance to Constitu-
tional government, meaning an impos-
tor — with guns and the violent will to
use them — stands in its place.

The Libertarian Party, the “Party
of Principle”, two years ago eliminated
virtually all of the platform in one mas-
sive vote. Unfortunately for those or-
chestrated this -- and this includes
over a 2/3 majority of the then Lib-
ertarian National Committee (LNC),
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Let Freedom Grow...
By Steve Kubby
[

As a candidate for the Libertarian
Party's 2008 presidential nomination,
| believe that America's voters deserve
a clear and compelling alternative to
the failed policies of Republican and
Democratic politicians.

In this watershed election, | offer
myself as that alternative, and ask of

Arizona's national convention del-
egates that they carefully weigh their
choices. Among those choices, | be-
lieve that | offer the best combination
of name recognition, media penetra-
tion, political track record and, most
importantly, realistic yet uncompro-
misingly Libertarian stands on the is-
sues.

Before packing your bags for Den-
ver, please take the time to visit my
campaign web site (kubby2008.com)
and the sites of my opponents. Put all

of us to one simple test;: Upon whom
can you depend to most ably repre-
sent your party and your principles in
November? For many voters, our
party's presidential candidate will be
the sole visible representative of lib-
ertarian ideas in the political arena for
the next four years. We owe it to our-
selves, and to those voters, to put our
best foot forward.

As your presidential candidate, |
will do my best to bring a bold libertar-
ian message to America. The mes-

sage that we CAN achieve a full res-
toration of civil liberties; that we CAN
end the war on Iraq, the war on drugs,
the war on same-sex couples and the
war on immigrants; that we CAN raise
the iron curtain of repression and stag-
nation brought down upon our nation
by decades of Democratic and Re-
publican misrule. | humbly request
your support in Denver, and after as
the LP's 2008 presidential nominee.

Let Freedom Grow!



